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hen we ask who we are and what our lives ought to mean, we are
using the humanities. The Nebraska Humanities Council  enhances
the quality of life in communities across our state through programs
that study the human race, its achievements, its creations, its dreams
and aspirations, its failures and triumphs. The NHC promotes a bet-
ter understanding of Nebraska–who we are and where we have been–
to build a better future.
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By Don Pederson, Chair, Nebraska Humanities Council

One of the enriching events in Nebraska each year
is the Governor’s Lecture in the Humanities. It is
held alternately at the Joslyn Art Museum in
Omaha and at the Lied Center for Performing Arts
in Lincoln. Those who have access to these lectures
have been able to see and hear great speakers. This
year was no exception. Azar Nafisi shared with the
audience her thoughts on the world’s scene and
her best-selling book Reading Lolita in Tehran. Her
lecture was presented to a full house at the Lied
Center and was shared by way of live video-feed to
viewers in Omaha, North Platte and Scottsbluff,
the first time for such expanded coverage. The Ne-
braska Humanities Council presents these oppor-
tunities to as many citizens as possible.

As Nafisi noted, we are in a “polarized and politi-
cized world.” On TV we see images of men and
women being beheaded. We see children being
shot to death and such occurrences are becoming
part of our everyday lives. Nafisi used to teach in
her native Iran and now teaches at Johns Hopkins
University in Washington, D.C. She notes that
Washington is a wonderful city where once the
colors orange and red reminded us of autumn and
flowers, but now tell us the degree of danger in the
country.

Until the 1979 revolution, Iranian women were
active in all facets of their society. A once-progres-
sive country suddenly became oppressive. Women’s
rights were severely limited and they became the
primary target of  the extremist  government. The
veil was made mandatory, which Nafisi rejected,
resulting in dismissal from her teaching job.

There were dramatic restrictions on the basic right
to interpret or to imagine. This was the background

for reading Lolita. Her students met at her home
in secret to read, interpret and imagine. She chose
Lolita for this activity, a bold and dangerous act.

Think how lucky we are to be able to read what
we wish, when we wish. We can imagine without
fear. As Nafisi noted, this is what makes our coun-
try great. There was no road map for our founding
fathers to develop our Constitution. Well-read,
these men created it from their rich backgrounds
and fertile imaginations.

Lolita is about a seducer. It would certainly not be
on the fundamentalist best-seller list, but it has a
lesson. “Beware of the seducers,” Nafisi said, “be-
cause the monsters don’t come to this world with
writing on their foreheads saying ‘we are monsters,
beware of us.’ They come in the garb of charis-
matic leaders, even as men of God, and if we do
not use our powers of imagination, if we do not
use our powers of thought, if we do not pause,
then we can easily be seduced.” Literature, imagi-
nation and thought, the tools of the humanities,
awaken us.

This was a powerful endorsement for the impor-
tance of the humanities. I am proud to serve on
the humanities council. I am very proud of the
many dedicated council and foundation members
who contribute their time and talent (and money)
to encourage the humanities in our state.

I recently attended a national meeting of humani-
ties leaders. In many ways, I saw how the Ne-
braska Humanities Council and its programs con-
tinue to lead on the national scene.

!

iterature, imagination, thought
     are tools of the humanitiesL
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I feel so honored to be here when our former Poet Laureate Ted Kooser is
being honored. I met him at a meeting of the National Council of the
Teachers of English. They told me he was the only Poet Laureate who
called them and said he wanted to participate in their meeting. And they
were absolutely amazed and delighted!

I think everybody should be asking me,
“What do you mean reading Lolita in
Tehran?” I mean, what is the relevance of
Lolita in Tehran in this day and age? How
many of you when you think of Tehran think
of Lolita? What are the main images that
come to your mind when you think of a
country like Iran?

Most probably, nowadays, the Iranian presi-
dent Mr. Ahmadeinejad, someone who has
taken the place of George Clooney on the
cover of Time magazine, on every television

station in this country, who usually appears with this sort of a naughty boy
smirk on his face as if he has just broken the neighbor’s window and gotten
away with it! People would say when they think of Iran, they think of
extremism. When they think of Iran, they think of stoning women to
death or forcing women into wearing the mandatory clothing.

That is one of the topics that I want to talk about: a polarized and politi-
cized world. It is in a sense a terrible world when you turn on the television
the images of men and women being beheaded, children being shot to
death, all of these images are now becoming part of our everyday lives. We
eat and drink and talk while we have those images in the background.

By Azar Nafisi

Continued next page

Azar Nafisi delivered the 11th Annual Governor’s Lecture in the
Humanities September 20 at the Lied Center for Performing Arts
in Lincoln. Her comments follow, in edited form.

eading Lolita in TehranR

Governor Dave Heineman introduces Azar Nafisi.
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In the city that now I call my home, Washing-
ton, D.C., a wonderful, beautiful city, the col-
ors orange and red are no more the colors that
would remind you of autumn and of flowers.
They are codes that tell you what the degree of
the danger is. And even in this wonderful, amaz-
ing country there is so much polarization. When
we think of political discussions, unfortunately,
we think of Dixie Chicks and Ann Coulter, and
this is the level of our political debate. It re-
duces everything to politics—reducing other
cultures, other nationalities, other people, as
well as yourselves.

The other thing that I hope to share with you
tonight is why I think an event like this, a cel-
ebration of the humanities, today is more than
ever important. I want to talk about that issue
because we also live in a culture where there is
a leveling of all topics. One moment you hear
about another bomb going off in Iraq and right
next to it the next news flash is a picture of
baby Suri. Her pictures appear and we all won-
der does she look more like Tom Cruise or Katie
Holmes? Of course, I think she looks more like
Katie Holmes. I don’t think that Tom Cruise
would appreciate that, but most probably he
doesn’t appreciate much of what I say anyway!

But the whole point here is not that we should
not be thinking about baby Suri or we should
not wonder when Brad and Angelina will tie
the knot—I think that there is a place for that,
you know. That is why we have People maga-
zine and E! Entertainment Channel. But when
we don’t know which one of these issues is more
important or which one of these issues should
take up our time, then, I think, we are in
trouble and we need to read Lolita not just in
Tehran but also in Washington, D.C., and, of
course, in Lincoln, Nebraska.

This is the issue that I want to talk about: the
importance of imagination. Some people, in-
cluding much of our academia, think that when
we have important urgent issues, business and

politics, then humanities, works of imagina-
tion, should be dropped. We cut the budget
for humanities. We teach our children that they
should go to colleges to get a degree in order to
make a good living. This is coming from a coun-
try that was based on a vision, that was based
on people imagining what did not exist and
trying to actualize that. And I’m here to talk
about why it is that without the subversive
power of imagination we will not have the vi-
sion.

We would not have the context to be either
good policy makers or genuinely creative busi-
ness people. Imaginative knowledge is a form
of perceiving the world, relating and connect-
ing to the world, and changing the world. If
you take that aspect of human endeavor out of
the equation then something will be missing.
Your life will be mutilated. Your life will be
unfinished. It is like getting up one morning
and saying, “I don’t need my hands.” Every
organ is needed to be independent of the oth-
ers and at the same time to interact with the
others.

I wanted my book to be a celebration of not
just writing, and not just writers, but also of
readers. I wanted to open every talk that I give
about my book with a quotation from Vladimir
Nabakov, who used to say to his students,
“Readers are born free and they ought to re-
main free.” Writers, at least, are still celebrated.
They are still taught, and if their rights are taken
away in Iran or Cuba or even the United States,
there are people who would talk and support
and defend their freedom of expression.

I would like to address millions of readers, and
I would like to ask what would happen if the
rights of those millions are taken away from
reading what they want to read and from hav-
ing a public debate about those books that they
read, about those issues that relate to thought
and to imagination. Books and great works of
imagination are like hothouse flowers. They just
simply wither and die if we do not have, con-
stantly, people from different ages, from differ-

Continued from page 3
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Imaginative knowledge is a form of
perceiving the world, relating and

connecting to the world, and changing
the world. If  you take that aspect

of human endeavor out of the
equation, then something will be

missing. Your life will be mutilated.
Your life will be unfinished.

ent parts of the world, from different perspec-
tives, reading them and reinterpreting them
and, in one sense, resurrecting them. I think
that at the basis what links a good reader to a
good writer is this amazingly insatiable urge,
curiosity, the desire to know. It is almost a sen-
sual feeling, that desire to investigate.

If you are a good reader, like the best reader of
all, a little girl named Alice, you will run after
that white rabbit without asking any questions
about whether the white rabbit will take you
to a place that you know and that you recog-
nize. You dare risk. You dare have the courage
to go to a place that you have never been. Once
you jump down that hole and take that risk,
then your reward is wonderland. What a great
work of art does, what a great work of imagina-
tion does, is not merely question the world,
but it makes you question yourself.

If you remember Alice, once she enters the won-
derland and goes beyond the looking glass, ev-
erything looks like where she used to live but
in a different combination. So she constantly
questions those creatures in wonderland, and
they return the question to her. The caterpillar,
when she asks him, “Who are you?” in return
questions Alice, saying, “Who are you?” And
this is what is at the center of every great work
of art—curiosity about those hidden and un-
known parts of yourselves and those intimate
strangers in the world that through reading
become your friends.

Nabakov used to tell his students, “Curiosity
is insubordination in its purest form.” I tell
my students, “You know, don’t feel too smug.
You think that every four years you go to vote
and you’ve done your duty. Or you go in front
of the White House, whether you’re pro or con
around an issue, you shout and come home
and feel OK. We’re the good guys, and we dem-
onstrated against the bad guys.” You want to
be insubordinate? It’s an everyday business. It
is something that you need to be questioning
all the time. That is why we talk about the
humanities. That is what we need to do in our
academia: a constant questioning, a constant
debate, which will create then the context for
issues related to politics and to our society. It is
only through this curiosity, only through this
urge to know, that you will empathize with
others who are not like you.

We are living in a world that is becoming in-
creasingly politically correct. We are prepared
now to kill because we are insulted. It’s a very
dangerous trend, this lack of tolerance for any
form of criticism or for any form of opposition.
Passing laws or censoring people and forcing
them not to say or not to do what they want to
do is not going to create empathy or make us
more progressive.

No amount of political correctness is going to
make us empathize with a woman who is taken
to a football stadium in Kabul and executed
because she did not dress properly. Or with a
woman who has lost her son in Iraq, or with a
woman who has lost her home and her chil-
dren in New Orleans, unless, as the narrator in
that great book To Kill a Mockingbird said, “You
put on their shoes and walk around in them
for a while.” It is through imagination that you
can place yourself and locate yourself within
the experiences of others who are not like you.
Placing yourself within those experiences, and
understanding those that are not like you, at
least within that space which is the domain of
imagination, you find tolerance. The most im-
portant thing about these works is not how



6 NEBRASKA HUMANITIES, VOLUME XI, 2007

different we are but it is the shock of recogni-
tion. It is how alike a mother in New Orleans
is to a mother in Darfur, to a mother in Iraq, to
a mother in Iran. The poet was right. If you
prick us we do bleed, and we all bleed.

There is this third space, which I would like to
call the Republic of Imagination, this third
space where there is no passport based on your

nationality, your race,
your gender, your
class, your religion or
ethnicity, where a Per-
sian man called Rumi
or Hafez can be ac-
cepted side by side
with a woman called
Willa Cather, with a
woman called Jane
Austen, with a man
called William
Faulkner, with a man
called Flaubert or
Dante or Goethe.

This is the domain where you genuinely be-
lieve in the universality of human rights. Within
that context I always tell my students, when
you go to see a Shakespeare play or when you
buy Zora Neale Hurston or William Faulkner,
they don’t ask you at the book store or at the
theater are you a Republican or a Democrat?
We won’t sell you the ticket if you are a liberal
or a conservative. This is the domain that I
would like to celebrate with you tonight.

There are two other parts to my talk. I want to
become more specific and talk a little bit about
the culture that is now known as Islam or
Islamism and talk about why we need to be
reading Lolita in relationship to that culture. I
would like to end my talk by coming back to
this country and posing the same question in
relationship to this country.

I remember Nabakov telling his students you
need the passion of the scientist and the preci-

sion of the poet. He would say, “Am I wrong?
Should I be saying it the other way around?”
and he said, “No, I am right.” Because great
poetry as well as great works of science embody
both passion and precision. They make things
specific, unlike bad politics, which generalize
everything out of existence. For example, the
1979 revolution in Iran reduced countries to
one aspect of their culture and tradition, namely
their religion, and we have now reduced that
religion to one of its interpretations, namely
Islamism or Islamic Fundamentalism. These
countries are so amazingly various in terms of
their history, in terms of their culture, in terms
of their traditions. Think of Indonesia, Malay-
sia, Iran, Saudi Arabia, Turkey, Afghanistan.
Think of the hundred million Muslims in In-
dia. These people have far less in common than,
say, France, Germany, United States and Great
Britain, and yet we do not call these countries
Christian countries.

After the 1979 Islamic Revolution one of the
things that happened was that there was a re-
duction of different facets of Muslim majority
countries into one aspect. These countries’ speci-
ficity, their history, their tradition, their cul-
ture were confiscated. I cannot go into each
and every one of these countries, but I can talk
more specifically about where I come from,
namely Iran, and partly also because it was
through Ayatollah Khomeini and the Islamic
Revolution in Iran that many of the theories
regarding what we call Islamism today were
formulated and put into practice.

When I was in my own country, people had
taken away my identity through violence and
through guns, but when I came here I heard
that many people would dismiss these coun-
tries by saying, “Oh, it’s their culture.” Or they
would look at me and say, “Oh, but you’re not
really Iranian, you are different, you’re West-
ern.” According to this view, everything that is
good becomes Western. If you are for human
rights, if you think that every individual should
have the right to life, liberty and the pursuit of
happiness, you’re Western. Apparently, women
in Kabul don’t like to pursue happiness. Ap-

Azar Nafisi

Continued from page 5
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The issue is not whether the veil is
good or bad, the issue is the issue of
choice. If you force all women of
different persuasions, different

religions in a country to be dressed
uniformly then the veil becomes not a
symbol of  religion but a symbol of

the state. It becomes political.

parently women in Iran for the past 150 years
really wanted to be flogged and they had to go
for a revolution that would flog them and stone
them to death for adultery and prostitution.

Think about this cultural determinism that re-
duces great cultures like my country, with its
2,500 years of history, half of which was not
Islamic. When Islam came to Iran, so much of
it was Persianized. The Islam that has been prac-
ticed in Iran is very different from the Islam
that has been practiced, for example, in Saudi
Arabia. There are so many different peoples with
different dialects and different languages living
in Iran, and different religions, from Jews and
Christians and Zoroastrians to Bahai who, un-
fortunately in today’s Iran, are being treated
the way Jewish people were in Nazi Germany.
There are also Iranians who are agnostics or
atheists.

Even Iranian officials admit to Iran’s secular and
liberal traditions. A few days ago, at one of the
Iranian universities, Mr. Ahmadeinejad com-
plained that Iranian academia for 150 years has
been under the influence of secularism and lib-
eralism. He told the students that we have done
everything that we could, and we could not
root them out. He suggested that the students
should root out and point out liberal and secu-
lar professors and throw them out. This is after
27 years of using all propaganda that they
could and all powers and all means of violence
to root out what they call liberalism and secu-
larism from academia and culture. That do-

main has remained secular and has not been
ideologized.

At the time of the 1979 revolution, Iranian
women were active in all walks of life. We had
two women ministers, one minister for women’s
affairs. We had some of the most progressive
laws in the world, and this was not because of
the Shah. This was because of 150 years of
struggle by Iranian women and the progressive
forces including the progressive clerics inside
the country. When in 1979, people went into
the streets, they wanted to change the system
that they felt was a system of political dictator-
ship. They wanted more rights and, instead,
the rights that they had were taken away from
them.

With a country like this, the first thing that
was done when the Islamists took power
through violence was to change the laws in re-
gard to women. They tried to make the veil
mandatory. I want to mention that the issue of
the veil is no more a religious issue because ev-
ery woman and every man has a right to ex-
press themselves in relationship to their reli-
gion the way they feel they should. The issue is
not whether the veil is good or bad, the issue is
the issue of choice. If you force all women of
different persuasions, different religions in a
country to be dressed uniformly then the veil
becomes not a symbol of religion but a symbol
of the state. It becomes political. It is like say-
ing America is a Christian majority country and
we will all act according to one denomination,
let’s say Southern Baptist. From tomorrow, ev-
ery American should be wearing the cross.
Would the cross have any meaning?

When you reduce the age of marriage from 18
to 9, you cannot be talking about culture. Not
when you make polygamy and temporary mar-
riages law, or when you make a law that says
that women are considered as half men, when
you defrock women judges because you say that
they are weak emotionally and in the head.
Imagine someone like the Nobel laureate Shirin
Ebadi, who was one of the first women circuit
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judges in Tehran. Women like her, when de-
prived of their rights, did not remain silent.
They became, for example, lawyers defending
human rights of women and children.

If that is our culture and not our greatest poets
and philosophers like Hafez or Rumi or Ibn
Sina or Alfarabi or Razi, then burning witches
in Salem is the culture of this country and not
Emerson and Thoreau; then slavery is the cul-
ture of this country and not William Faulkner,
Flannery O’Connor, Zora Neale Hurston. If
this is our culture, then the Inquisition is the
culture of Europe and not St. Thomas Aquinas
or St. Augustine. Every nation, every country
has something to be ashamed of in its culture
and its history. The point is that every nation
and every country has the right to change.

It was only in mid-1800s when Harriet Beecher
Stowe, an international best seller, went to En-
gland and she could not speak in public. Her
husband had to read her text for her because
women did not speak in public. When British
women went to visit Parliament, there was a
gallery where the ladies had to see but not be
seen. There were people who were saying that
the Bible says that women’s place is at home.
There were people up to the 1960s who
thought that the buses should be segregated.
It was because people had a dream, because
people could imagine things not the way they
were but the potential in what those things
were, that they could change. In the same man-
ner that half a million British women signed
anti-slavery petitions and donated money to
the anti-slavery movement—today not the gov-
ernments, but the people of this country and
democracies should support those who are their
brothers and sisters in terms of their aspira-
tions for freedom.

The last thing I want to say about this issue is
that culture was one of the places where they
[Islamic fundamentalists] attacked most. I bring
you two or three examples, which I mention in

my book. They cut Desdemona from most
scenes in Othello, and they cut Othello’s sui-
cide, saying that masses will be depressed if
they watch Sir Laurence Olivier commit sui-
cide on screen.

Apparently, they would be depressed watch-
ing him commit suicide, but they wouldn’t be
depressed when they are stoned to death. They
say, “Oh, what can we do? It’s our culture.” I
want to remind you that this sort of ideology
existed in both Fascist and in Communist
times. In Stalin’s time, Hemingway and
Faulkner and Sartre and Camus were consid-
ered decadent. Women were not supposed to
wear makeup or have expressions of love in songs
and in films. They cut the death of Swan in
Swan Lake for the same reasons—that masses
might be depressed watching the swan die.

There are a lot of similarities between different
totalitarian ideologies, and in a country like the
Islamic Republic it is not just the rights of
Christians and atheists and Buddhists and Zo-
roastrians and Jews that have been taken away
but also the rights of those Muslims who wanted
the freedom to interpret their religion and ex-
press themselves about their religion the way
they wanted that was also taken away. My
mother considered herself a Muslim until the
day she died. She never wore the veil. My grand-
mother considered herself a Muslim until the
day she died, and she always wore the veil. Who
is to say which one of the two was more Mus-
lim? And they both not only tolerated one an-
other, they respected and admired one another.

Ask yourselves, “When people are living under
such conditions, why would they turn to
Lolita?” Why did my student Razieh, when she
was in jail and a few days away from being ex-
ecuted, want to talk about Henry James and
The Great Gatsby? Why was it that in concen-
tration camps people like Primo Levi wanted
to remember Dante? Why was it that in Soviet
labor camps poets, some of the greatest poets
of the 20th century, like Osip Mandelshtam,
would be writing poetry until the day that he

Continued from page 7
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When you are faced with the worst
aspects of  humanity, with the most
brutal, with the most cruel, with the
most violent aspects of  what is called
human..., the only hope that you have
is to return to those achievements of

mankind that celebrate individuality,
that celebrate the integrity of
each and every one of  us.

died? Because certainly poetry or Dante or
Flaubert or Gatsby or James did not save these
people from death.

The lesson that we take away with us from these
situations is that when you are faced with the
worst aspects of humanity, with the most bru-
tal, with the most cruel, with the most violent
aspects of what is called human, when you are
so degraded that you lose hope in who you are
because every single crime that is committed is
committed in the name of all of us; when you
lose that hope, the only hope that you have is
to return to those achievements of mankind
that celebrate individuality, that celebrate the
integrity of each and every one of us. That is
why you turn to Henry James or to Jane Austen
or to Gatsby or to Lolita. And so this is why we
read Lolita in Tehran, and today in Tehran my
students, former revolutionaries like Akbara
Ganji, talk about Hannah Arendt and Karl
Popper. They quote Saul Bellow and Phillip
Roth, and some of my students in Washing-
ton, D.C., don’t know who these people are.

This is the gift that we bring you that we re-
mind you of those values, which sometimes are
taken so much for granted. In the  domain of
literature and imagination there are no bound-
aries between Hafez and Shakespeare, Ferdowsi
and Homer. In the same manner that an Ira-
nian girl can enjoy and reinterpret Gatsby, her
American counterpart should do the same about

Persian literature. This is how we connect
through imagination and thought.

I want to end this talk with Lolita and why it is
important to read Lolita in Lincoln, Nebraska.
Lolita, as I mentioned in my book, is not about
a pedophile’s love, a celebration of pedophile’s
love. In the very first page Humbert Humbert
says that Lolita had a precedent in the girl he
loved, Annabelle Lee, when he was 13, and that
love was never consummated and he remained
frozen in his dream. Tyrants are usually people
who remain frozen in their dreams. He wanted
to impose his image of his lost, dead love upon
the living human being that is the 12-year-old
girl Lolita. This was his biggest crime.

The biggest crime in fiction is to be blind to
other people’s reality, to other people’s indi-
viduality. Always tyrannical mindsets justify
themselves by saying, for example, in the case
of Humbert, she was vulgar, she tried to se-
duce me, a 12-year-old girl trying to impress a
man whom she thinks looks like a movie star.
Putting the blame on her in the same way that
in my country women wanting to wear lip-
stick become vulgar, become imperialist agents
and dogs. The lesson of Lolita is, first of all,
that the highest crime is imposing yourself and
your image upon other people. The second is
that Lolita is never seduced by Humbert. She
always evades him, she tries to escape him, and
she tries to regain a sense of integrity when she
marries in such dire poverty, her invalid hus-
band.

Those who are seduced by Humbert are we,
the readers, whom he time and again calls “la-
dies and gentlemen of the jury.” A great book
always puts us in the position of the jury. We
are seduced by him because he writes in flow-
ery language. He quotes Flaubert and Dante.
He’s European. He’s sophisticated. Lolita and
her mother are full of kitsch and vulgar. This is
the great lesson of Lolita—beware of the se-
ducers, because monsters don’t come to this
world with writing on their forehead, “We are
monsters, beware of us.” They come in the garb

Continued next page
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of charismatic leaders, even as men of God. If
we do not use our powers of imagination, if we
do not use our powers of thought, if we do not
pause, then we can be easily seduced. That is
why we need Lolita in this country.

I want to remind you of a great writer who
died last year—we did not celebrate his life as
much as we should have—Saul Bellow. He used

to worry about what
will happen to this
country that he loved
so much. In some of
his books, More Die of
Heartbreak, The Dean’s
December and Bellarosa
Connection, he con-
trasts totalitarian soci-
eties with democra-
cies. He poses the
question: some of his
characters could sur-

vive the ordeal of the Holocaust, but will they
survive the ordeal of freedom? He says that in
Stalin’s Russia, brutality and death are naked
and brutal; you can see it, you cannot not no-
tice it. But he said what threatens us in the
West is our sleeping consciousness. What
threatens us in the West is atrophy of feeling.
Literature and imagination, thought, awaken
us. They awaken our senses. They renew our
emotions and our feelings. They reconnect us
to ourselves and to the world. I worry with Saul
Bellow, thinking with him that a country that
has lost its love for its soul and its poetry is a
country that faces death.

I want to end with an image. This I keep doing
nowadays because I am stuck with this image.
Whenever I think of this country, where still it
is so possible to imagine and to actualize what
you imagine, I think of a small boy named
Huckleberry Finn, who one evening was sit-
ting alone. He was told in Sunday school that
if he doesn’t give up a runaway slave he’ll go to

hell. He was worried about that. He believed
it, so he wrote a letter giving Jim up and then
in a beautiful passage, he says, “And then I
imagined Jim in the morning and then I imag-
ined him in the evening.” And he goes through
all the times that he spent with Jim realizing
that Jim is his true kindred spirit and his true
companion and he says, “And then I tore up
that piece of paper, and I said ‘alright then I go
to hell.’”

This is the kind of America that I imagine, that
will not be afraid of going to hell but will do
the right thing, an America that does not think
that winning is all, an America that with Henry
James remembers to celebrate and honor its
perfectly equipped failures. Senator George
McGovern would be a good example of a per-
fectly equipped failure who we today celebrate
and honor once more.

I know that there are book groups in the audi-
ence. It’s impossible for them not to be here! I
think that we need to use our subversive and
creative powers to empower ourselves not just
politically but by being concerned about be-
ing guardians of memory, guardians of our lit-
erature and of imagination. Create your sub-
versive book groups in every university and ev-
ery school. Be more active. Do not let humani-
ties be taken away from you. One morning we
wake up and there will be a big gap. I want to
end with a slogan, because I hate slogans. Read-
ers of the world unite!

!

Azar Nafisi is the author of Reading Lolita in
Tehran, a compassionate and often harrowing
portrait of the Islamic revolution in Iran and
how it affected one university professor and her
students. She is director of the Dialogue Project at
the Foreign Policy Institute of Johns Hopkins
University’s School of Advanced International
Studies in Washington, D.C.

Continued from page 9
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Hans Christian Andersen’s autobiography, The
Fairy Tale of My Life, begins with this sentence:
“My life is a lovely story, happy and full of
incident.” I’ve carried those words with me
for many years because I admire them so much.
We know that much of Andersen’s life was, in
fact, miserable. Yet, in old age, he could look
back over his years and say that he had had a
lucky life and was grateful for it.

Mark Twain once said, “Fortune knocks at ev-
ery man’s door once in a life, but in a good
many cases the man is in a neighboring sa-
loon and does not hear her.” I haven’t had a
drink in 20 years and my temperance paid off
big time when at six o’clock on August 8, 2004,
I happened to be heating up a can of store
brand soup at home and the Library of Con-
gress phoned to ask if I’d like to be the next
Poet Laureate of the United States. It seems
that the rest of the poets in America were in
the saloon. And it was a Friday, after all.

I was lucky to be at home that evening and
have been extremely lucky to have served the
Library of Congress for the past two terms as
Poet Laureate. There are hundreds of poets in
this country whose poems are just as worthy
as any of mine, who work just as hard as I do,
but I was the poet fortunate enough to be
selected as Poet Laureate, and since to have
received a great deal of recognition, and this
evening to follow Don Welch and others who
have received this fine award.

I have many people to thank and the ones
who deserve the most gratitude for my suc-
cess stepped out upon the Milky Way many

!

ower Award winner grateful
for people and places in life

Ted Kooser made the following remarks on receiving the 2006 Sower Award in the
Humanities September 20 at the Lied Center for Performing Arts in Lincoln.

S

years ago—my father and mother, my grade
school, and junior high and high school teach-
ers. Two of my college teachers, Will Jumper
at Iowa State and Karl Shapiro of our univer-
sity here, both of them poets, both also gone
now, were of tremendous help to me.

In recent years I’ve
been blessed with
kindness and support
from many people,
including my col-
leagues in the life in-
surance business and
within the University
of Nebraska English
Department.

My wife, Kathleen
Rutledge, has helped
me immeasurably.
She is my first and best editor, my counselor
and my best friend. In four days we celebrate
our 29th anniversary. She has spent more than
half of her life with me and I am blessed by
that.

Thanks, too, to my friends at the University
of Nebraska Press for their faith in my writ-
ing.  And, of course, I want to thank Jane Hood
and the Nebraska Humanities Council for giv-
ing me this high honor.

We live in a wonderful place, among wonder-
ful people. Thank you all.

Ted Kooser and Don Pederson, chairman of the
Nebraska Humanities Council
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Supporters of the 11th Governor’s Lecture in the Humanities attended a benefit, co-chaired by
Lana Flagtwet, Meg Lauerman, Trixie Schmidt and Nana Smith, in honor of lecturer Azar Nafisi.
Gathering September 20 at the Lied Center for Performing Arts in Lincoln, they shared an appre-
ciation for the humanities. Photos by Tom Slocum.

overnor’s lecture contributors
gather at pre-lecture benefitG

Mike Seacrest, Tom Davies, Rhonda and Jim Seacrest, Linda Hillegass

Diane and Peter Longo

Kathy and Marc LeBaron, J.B. Milliken, Nana Smith,
Gail and Irv Veitzer

Ted Kooser, Charles FortSharon Marvin Griffin, Norma Deeb,
Gail Yanney, Tish Druliner

Art and Carol Thompson, Eve and Fred SimonJudy and Clarence Ueda, B.J. Reed, Diana and Robert Doyle
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Kathleen Rutledge, Ted Kooser, June Pederson,
First Lady Sally Ganem

June and Don Pederson, Azar Nafisi, Pete Kotsiopulos, Meg Lauerman

Bill Griffin, Dick Shoemaker, Rebecca Van de Bogart, Jack Campbell

Marc Snow, Kim Dinsdale, Diane Brownell, Tom Dinsdale, Pam Snow
Carol Waring, J.B. Milliken, Nana Smith, Kathleen Rutledge

Earl and Marilyn Mitchell, Karla and Jerry Huse

Catherine Angle, Natalie Olson, John Angle
Azar Nafisi, Meg Lauerman, Phyllis AcklieJudy and Ross Wilcox
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Keith Blackledge was the editor of The North Platte
Telegraph for 25 years. He is now a Telegraph con-
tributing editor and freelance writer and helped to
coordinate the simulcast and discussion of Azar
Nafisi’s lecture n North Platte.

How different are we from the repressive society
of Iran, where a professor can lose her job for
teaching banned western literature and a woman
might be punished for allowing a few strands of
hair to show from under the veil she is required
to wear in public?

Very different, we would assume. Ours is the
land of free speech, guaranteed in the Bill of
Rights to our Constitution. It is also a country
where every woman expects to wear anything or
almost nothing if she chooses.

Still, there are underlying similarities. A ques-
tion from the audience to discussion leader Linda
Deeds after the talk by Azar Nafisi Wednesday
night at North Platte Community College got
me to thinking about this.

Here is the question, paraphrased as best I re-
member it: “We don’t have the official censor-
ship or the severe and direct punishment for
dissenting opinion that the author describes in
Iran. But I’ve had people tell me right here they
would like to speak out on certain issues but
cannot do so because what they had to say would
be too controversial. It might cost them their
job or their friends or their social position. That
sort of repression is more subtle but still real.
How should we deal with it?”

The reader will not find an answer here. Only
some observations.

I was reminded of a quote from Mark Twain: “It
is by the goodness of God that in our country
we have these three unspeakably precious things:
freedom of speech; freedom of conscience, and
the prudence never to practice either of them.”

Prudence is generally considered a virtue. We
have the freedom to say something that would
hurt a friend, but usually the prudence and gen-
erosity not to do so. It is prudent not to yell
“fire” in a crowded theater, and prudent not to
say or write things in public or private that
would cause people to question your sanity. Still,
prudence can be overdone.

Newspaper editors and columnists wrestle with
this issue all their working lives. Even the tough-
est, though they may deny it, tune their opin-
ions to stay within bounds that a fair number of
readers can accept. The writer who exercises too
much caution is an embarrassment to himself
and his newspaper. But the writer who uses no
caution soon loses his audience.

Those who choose a career that involves putting
their observations and opinions in print deserve
their fate. It is a different thing for those who
make an honest living in some other occupa-
tion. Those people sometimes find themselves
with something important to say to the rest of
the world, but are uneasy about the consequences
if the world objects.

I submit that some degree of self-censorship,
through either fear or prudence, is inevitable
even in a free society. That is different than cen-
sorship by government, which is a sure sign of
government gone wrong.

n censorship, here and in IranO

Blackledge continued on page 16

By Keith Blackledge
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Hood continued on next page

By Jane Renner Hood, Executive Director, Nebraska Humanities Council

Partnerships: The whole is greater
   than the sum of its parts

The National Endowment for the Humanities has
commended the Nebraska Humanities Council as
“imaginative, resourceful, and well-managed,” cit-
ing our “partnerships with institutions of higher
education and other cultural organizations” as criti-
cal to our successful statewide presence.

For example, in collaboration with Secretary of State
John Gale and with funding from the Cooper Foun-
dation, 25 teachers from 22 high schools across the
state participated in Capitol Forum. Using a cur-
riculum developed by Brown University’s Watson
Institute for International Studies, more than 1,000
high school students explored America’s role in the
world and sent their recommendations for U.S. for-
eign policy to our elected officials in Congress and
the Nebraska Legislature.

With funding from the legislature and many foun-
dations and businesses, the council worked with
the Nebraska Library Commission and local public
libraries and elementary schools to offer a bilingual
Prime Time Family Reading Time for low-literacy, low-
income families in Columbus, Crete, Gering, Grand
Island, Hastings, Lexington, Lincoln, Norfolk,
Omaha, and South Sioux City. Museums in Bro-
ken Bow, Kimball, Chadron, Atkinson, Madison,
and South Omaha brought the Smithsonian’s Key
Ingredients: America by Food exhibit to audiences to-
taling more than 10,800.

The From Sea to Shining Sea Chautauqua came to
Alliance and Albion, with funding from the Na-
tional Endowment for the Humanities, as well as
local foundations. The Alliance Chamber of Com-
merce and the Albion Area Arts Council with many
local organizations and businesses in each commu-

nity brought William Clark, York, and Sacagawea
from the Lewis and Clark Expedition, as well as
Dolley Madison, Tecumseh, and John Jacob Astor
to audiences totaling more than 4,000 in the
Chautauqua tent from June 30 to July 11.

Readers of all ages participated in the Nebraska Book
Festival on October 6-7, a partnership of the coun-
cil, the Nebraska Center for the Book, the Nebraska
Library Commission, and Nebraska Wesleyan Uni-
versity. On September 20, an audience of 2,500
heard Azar Nafisi, author of Reading Lolita in Tehran,
give an impassioned defense of literature as a bul-
wark against tyranny at the 11th Annual Governor’s
Lecture in the Humanities, co-sponsored with the
University of Nebraska and the E.N. Thompson
Forum on World Issues at the Lied Center for Per-
forming Arts in Lincoln. More than 250 Nebras-

Leta Powell Drake’s session at the 2006 Nebraska Book Festival offered children and
their families a chance to become the characters in John Steptoe’s award-winning
children’s book, “Mufaro’s Beautiful Daughters.” Photo by Leta Powell Drake.
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At the same time, it is reasonable to expect that
every free citizen ought to be ready to take some
risks in speaking out on what is right or wrong
about our current condition. If that means loss
of the means of making a livelihood, or loss of
support for an organization the citizen repre-
sents, those factors need to be weighed in the
balance against the value of the opinion in chang-
ing the world for the better.

Of course the citizen (or columnist) who voices
an unpopular opinion will hear about it from
those who disagree. It is good to remember that
if there were no dangers, there could be no he-

roes; no dragons, no knights. When there are
social pressures forcing someone to silence, per-
haps all that is needed is an injection of courage.

It does not have to be all or nothing. Azar Nafisi,
living in a most repressive and dangerous soci-
ety, kept her head (literally) not by suicidal acts
of rebellion but by modest acts of what she called
insubordination. That is not marching in one
protest parade and going home, she said. “It is
an everyday business.”

!

Blackledge continued from page 14

Hood continued from page 15

kans also participated in video-simulcasts of Nafisi’s
lecture at Western Community College, Mid-Plains
Community College, the University of Nebraska-
Omaha, and Wayne State College.

Other staples of Nebraska Humanities Council pro-
gramming included the Humanities Resource Cen-
ter with 353 speakers bureau programs in 130 Ne-
braska communities and new cultural encounter
trunks for children pairing old and new immigrant
groups in Nebraska done in partnership with the
Nebraska Folklife Network and funded by the Peter
Kiewit Foundation. The first cultural encounter
trunks pairing German and Mexican immigrant
cultures has gone to 19 schools and the second pair
with Swedish and Vietnamese cultures was an-
nounced at the end of the year.

In addition to the cultural encounter trunks and
the Prime Time Family Reading Time initiatives, the
Nebraska Humanities Council funded nine grants
in FY2006 in response to its new program empha-
sis on Immigrants and Refugees: The New Nebras-
kans. Altogether, the council funded 63 mini and
major grants in 2006 totaling $275,686. Illustra-
tive of the diverse topics and geographic spread of
those grants are the following: community out-reach

programs for Opera Omaha’s Wakonda’s Dream;
McCook Community College’s Wind on the Buffalo
Grass Young Writer’s Camp; teacher workshops on
the Holocaust for ESU’s in Scottsbluff, Neligh, and
Kearney; Your Water: A By-The-People Special pro-
duced by Nebraska Educational Television; a docu-
mentary film on Lincoln’s Stories of Home public art
project; and Creighton University’s Literature and
Medicine, designed to put the humanities at the
heart of health care.

Critical to the continued funding of these educa-
tional programs is the Nebraska Cultural Endow-
ment, a public-private partnership of the Nebraska
Humanities Council and the Nebraska Arts Coun-
cil that is committed to raising a $5 million endow-
ment for the arts and the humanities to match its
state cultural trust. During the past three years,  the
council’s average earnings from the endowment have
been $163,172, all of which have gone to our state-
wide programming. Thanks to all of you who have
contributed to the endowment, and thanks to all of
you who made a gift to the Nebraska Humanities
Council. Your continued financial partnership will
make our future bright in 2007! To our many part-
ners, we say thank you!

!
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2006 Financial Overview2006 Financial Overview2006 Financial Overview2006 Financial Overview2006 Financial Overview
Our Dollars Working in Communities Across NebraskaOur Dollars Working in Communities Across NebraskaOur Dollars Working in Communities Across NebraskaOur Dollars Working in Communities Across NebraskaOur Dollars Working in Communities Across Nebraska

Support
National Endowment for the Humanities Grant.......... $541,450
Other Federal Grants........................................................... $4,945
State Appropriations........................................................ $144,842
Nebraska Cultural Endowment..................................... $163,172
Private Cash Contributions............................................. $419,927
Earned Income.................................................................. $22,635
Miscellaneous Income......................................................... $1,653
Interest Income.................................................................. $25,606
Cost Share, Cash and In-kind..................................... $1,305,600
Total revenue............................................................... $2,629,830

Expenses
General Management..................................................... $171,814
Financial Development.................................................. $149,678
Nebraska Cultural Endowment....................................... $40,916
Program Support.............................................................. $71,611
Special Projects............................................................... $416,989
Resource Center/Speaker Bureau Programs.................. $111,953
Council Regrants............................................................ $275,686
Cost Share by Grantees and Volunteers..................... $1,305,600
Total expenses.............................................................. $2,544,247

Excess (deficit) of support and revenue over expenses....$85,583

In 2006, the Nebraska Humanities Council funded programs in the following 130 communities:

Ainsworth, Albion, Alliance, Arlington, Arnold, Ashland, Atkinson, Auburn, Aurora, Axtell, Bancroft, Barneston, Beatrice, Bellevue, Blair, Boys
Town, Bridgeport, Broken Bow, Brownville, Burwell, Cambridge, Central City, Chadron, Champion, Chappell, Clay Center, Clearwater, Colum-
bus, Cordova, Cozad, Crawford, Creighton, Crete, Crofton, David City, Denton, Dix, Dorchester, Eagle, Elgin, Elmwood, Elsie, Elsmere, Fairbury,
Fremont, Fullerton, Genoa, Gering, Gothenburg, Grand Island, Grant, Gretna, Halsey, Harrisburg, Hartington, Hastings, Hay Springs, Hebron,
Hickman, Holbrook, Holdrege, Howells, Humboldt, Kearney, Kimball, Lewellen, Lewiston, Lexington, Lincoln, Louisville, Lynch, Lyons, Macy,
Madison, Maxwell, McCook, Minden, Mitchell, Morrill, Murdock, Nebraska City, Neligh, Niobrara, Norfolk, North Bend, North Platte,
Ogallala, Omaha, O’Neill, Ord, Oshkosh, Oxford, Paxton, Pender, Peru, Pierce, Plainview, Ponca, Potter, Red Cloud, Schuyler, Scottsbluff,
Seward, Sidney, South Sioux City, Spalding, Springfield, St. Paul, Stanton, Sterling, Stromsburg, Stuart, Sumner, Superior, Sutherland, Table Rock,
Tekamah, Tilden, Union, Valentine, Wahoo, Wausa, Waverly, Wayne, West Point, Wilber, Wilcox, Wood River, Wynot, Yutan

Audited financial statements from Dana F. Cole and Co.

are available for inspection at the NHC office.

*Includes cost share

Summary of Expenses - 2006

Resource 
Center*

4%

Special Projects*
16%

General 
Management*

7%

Financial 
Development*

6%

Program Support*
3%

Nebraska Cultural 
Endowment*

2%

Council 
Grants*

62%
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Vision Circle
We invite you to join the Vision Circle of donors to the Nebraska
Humanities Council. Your contribution of $1,000 or more will help
nurture a vibrant civic and cultural life in Nebraska and ensure contin-
ued statewide access to the humanities now and for future generations.

We are grateful to the following individuals for generously supporting
current humanities programs by joining the Vision Circle in 2006:

Contributors January through December 2006
The Nebraska Humanities Council and the Nebraska Foundation for the Humanities thank the following donors for their contributions during the
2006 calendar year. We extend special thanks to those individuals who are members of the Vision Circle ($1,000 a year), the Gold Sower Club ($500
a year), the Silver Sower Club ($250 a year), and the Sower Club ($100 a year). We also appreciate those who donated $44 or less to support the NHC
in 2006. If we have not reported your gift correctly, please let us know so that we can correct our mistake.

Gifts of $20,000 or more
Dillon Foundation, Lincoln
Omaha World-Herald Foundation

Gifts of $10,000-$19,999
E.N. Thompson Forum on World

Issues, Lincoln
Kitty M. Perkins Foundation,

Cambridge
Lincoln Journal Star
Thompson H. & Jane D. Rogers,

Omaha
Theodore G. Baldwin Foundation,

Kearney
TierOne Charitable Foundation,

Lincoln
Office of the President-University of

Nebraska

Gifts of $5,000-$9,999
Anonymous Donor
Bailey Lauerman Associates, Lincoln
Mrs. Anne Stuart Batchelder, Omaha
Tom & Kim Dinsdale, Grand Island
State Farm Insurance Co., Lincoln

Gifts of $2,000-$4,999
Anonymous Donor
A to Z Printing, Lincoln
Assurity Security Group, Lincoln
Adah & Leon Millard Foundation
Community Services Fund, Lincoln
The Connie Fund, Norfolk
Lincoln Plating Inc., Lincoln
Pegler Family Foundation, Lincoln
Platte Valley National Bank, Scottsbluff
Rogers Foundation, Lincoln
Lynn & Dana Roper, Lincoln
Rick & Carol Russell, Omaha
Security National Bank of Omaha
Gene & Ann Lindley Spence, Omaha
Wolf Foundation, Albion

Gifts of $1,000-$1,999
Anonymous Donor
Abel Foundation, Lincoln
Ameritas Charitable Foundation,

Lincoln
Ash Grove Cement Co., Louisville
Cindy & Mogens Bay, Omaha
Anonymous Donor, in memory of

John Brownell, Grand Island
C.W. Yount Foundation Inc., Gering
Cline Williams Wright Johnson &

Oldfather, Lincoln
College of Saint Mary, Omaha
Columbus Bank & Trust Co.
John C. Kenefick Chair in the

Humanities, Creighton University

Gerald B. & Kit Dimon, Lincoln
Alice M. Dittman, Lincoln
Doane College, Crete
Robert & Diana Doyle, M.D., Omaha
Duncan Family Trust, Lincoln
First National Bank, Lincoln
Lon & Lana Flagtwet, Lincoln
Fremont National Bank
Carol Gendler, Omaha
Brian & Carey Hamilton, Omaha
Hastings College, Office of the

President
Heartland United Way-the Little Diana

Funds, Grand Island
Home Federal Savings & Loan

Association of Nebraska, Lexington
Jane Renner Hood, Lincoln
Marval Hornady, Grand Island
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Huse, Norfolk
Clint & Pat Jones, Kearney
Kaufmann-Cummings Foundation,

Grand Island
Duane & Helen Krause, Fremont
Mr. & Mrs. Hal Lainson, Hastings
Roger & Carol Lewis, Omaha
Lincoln Financial Group, Omaha
Lincoln Poultry, Lincoln
Mrs. J. Allan Mactier, Omaha
Metropolitan Community College,

Omaha

Earl & Marilyn Mitchell, Norfolk
Dan & Angie Muhleisen, Lincoln
Mutual of Omaha
Nebraska Book Co., Lincoln
Nebraska Wesleyan University, Lincoln
Bob & Mary Nefsky, Lincoln
Nelnet, Lincoln
Sam & Natalie Olson, Lincoln
Principal Financial Group Foundation

Inc., Grand Island
Brenda Robinson, in memory of Cal

Robinson, North Platte
Sampson Construction Co. Inc.,

Lincoln
David & Trixie Schmidt, Lincoln
Bill & Ruth Scott, Omaha
James C. & Rhonda Seacrest, Lincoln
Smith Hayes Financial Services, Lincoln
Mrs. Elaine Spire, Omaha
The Steinhart Foundation Inc.,

Nebraska City
Swift & Company, Grand Island
Time Warner Cable, Lincoln
Tri County Hospital, Lexington
Tyson Fresh Meats, Lexington
Union Bank & Trust Co., Lincoln
Union Pacific Foundation, Omaha
Valley Bank & Trust Co., Gering
Wells Fargo Bank, Omaha

Gifts of $500-$999
Affiliated Foods Midwest, Norfolk
Timothy Austin & Megan Overby,

Omaha
Dr. Mark J. Brodkey, Kansas City, Mo.
BryanLGH Medical Center, Lincoln
Capitol Title Co., Lincoln
City Bank & Trust, Crete
Cooper Foundation, Lincoln
Cornhusker Bank, Lincoln
Sen. LaVon Crosby, Lincoln
Mr. & Mrs. Richard K. Davidson,

Omaha
Douglas Manufacturing Inc., Crete
Dutton Lainson Co., Hastings
Elkhorn Valley Bank, Norfolk
First Data Resources, Omaha
Five Points Bank, Grand Island
Michael & Wanda Gottschalk, in honor

of John & Carmen Gottschalk,
Omaha

Grand Island Community Foundation
Hastings Community Foundation
Linda Hillegass & Jim McKee, Lincoln
Dr. Douglas & Marcelyn Holmes,

Kearney
Calvin R. & Jane Johnson, Hastings
Mr. & Mrs. James Keene III, Omaha
Pete & Jane Kotsiopulos, Lincoln
George & S. Kyker Krauss, Omaha
Jim & Amy Lamphere, Lincoln
Peter & Diana Longo, Kearney
Mid-Nebraska Community

Foundation Inc., North Platte
James B. Milliken & Nana G.H.

Smith, Lincoln
Nebraska Council of School Adminis-

trators, Lincoln
Diane H. Oldfather, Lincoln
Olsson Family Foundation, Lincoln
Omaha Public Schools
Omaha Steaks International
Oregon Trail Community Foundation

Inc., Scottsbluff
Sen. & Mrs. Don Pederson, North

Platte
Gary & Allison Petersen, Walton
Pinnacle Bank, Lincoln
Kim M. Robak & William J. Mueller,

Lincoln
Speedway Properties, Lincoln
Annette & Paul Smith, Omaha
South Sioux City Municipal

Foundation
Speedway Motors, Lincoln
Mike & Helen Stauffer, Kearney
Janet Strauss, Omaha
Target, Lincoln
Red & Jann Thomas, Omaha

Mrs. Anne Stuart Batchelder
Cindy & Mogens Bay
Anonymous Donor, in memory

of John Brownell
Gerald B. & Kit Dimon
Tom & Kim Dinsdale
Alice M. Dittman
Robert & Diana Doyle, M.D.
Lon & Lana Flagtwet
Carol Gendler
Brian & Carey Hamilton
Jane Renner Hood
Marval Hornady
Clint & Pat Jones
Hal & Gretchen Lainson
Roger & Carol Lewis

Duane & Helen Krause
Mrs. J. Allan Mactier
Earl & Marilyn Mitchell
Dan & Angie Muhleisen
Sam & Natalie Olson
Diane H. Oldfather
Brenda Robinson, in memory of

Cal Robinson
Thompson H. & Jane D. Rogers
Rick & Carol Russell
John & April Sampson
David & Trixie Schmidt
Bill & Ruth Scott
Gene & Ann Lindley Spence
Elaine Spire
Ross & Judy Wilcox
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Charles & Anne Trimble, Omaha
Judy & Clarence Ueda, Omaha
Dr. & Mrs. Jerry Vaughan, Broken

Bow
Dennis & Kathi Wells, Beatrice
Wells Fargo Bank, Grand Island
Whitehead Oil Co., Lincoln
Ross & Judy Wilcox, Lincoln

Gifts of $250-$499
Anonymous Donors (2)
Duane & Phyllis Acklie, Lincoln
Lloyd & Margery Ambrosius, Lincoln
Harold W. & Marian Andersen,

Omaha
John & Catherine Angle, Lincoln
Bob & Barbara Bartle, Lincoln
Bob & Joanne Berkshire, Omaha
Charles Henry Bethea, Lincoln
Sen. Chris & Judy Beutler, Lincoln
E. Wayne Boles, Lincoln
Dr. James & Karen Butler, Valentine
William & Ann Cannon Foundation,

Scottsbluff
Joan Carnaby, Omaha
Linda & Cloyd Clark, McCook
Bill & Silvia Conley, Omaha
Ed & Betty Cook, Kearney
Crete Sunrise Sertoma
Sara & John Crook, Peru
Sherri & Jim Daubert, Lincoln
Susan Evnen Dinsmore, Lincoln
Don W. Stewart Family Fund, Lincoln
Dick & Katherine Endacott, Pleasant

Dale
Mimi & David Ernst, Columbus
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Fike, Omaha
Rich & Luann Finke, Lincoln
Betty Foster & Chuck Powell, Omaha
Ted J. Fraizer, Lincoln
Kathy & Herb Friedman, Lincoln
Joan Gibson & Don Wurster, Omaha
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Goldstein,

Omaha
Gary & Peggy Grabau, Kearney
Burket E. Graf, Lincoln
Dave & Barbara Haggart, Omaha
Terry & Judy Haney, Omaha
Robert & Marilyn Harris, Lincoln
Francis B. Harrold & Gertruida C. De

Goede, Kearney
Linda Heinisch, Lincoln
Heritage Bank, Hastings
Stephen Hilliard & Jessica Coope,

Lincoln
Milt & Betty Hofstad, Lincoln
Thomas & Carol Holyoke, Scottsbluff
Ron & Naomi Hull, Lincoln
Mark & Dee Hutchins, Lincoln
Patricia & Rick Iske, Gretna
Jim & Elaine Johnson, Omaha
Dr. & Mrs. F. William Karrer, Omaha
Audrey & Richard Kauders, Kearney
Con & Barbara Keating, Lincoln
Robert & Virginia Knoll, Lincoln
Richard & Joan Kopf, Lincoln
John & Sydney Kruse, Walthill
John & Cyndi Kugler, Omaha
Jim & Meg Lauerman, Lincoln
Cherie Loudon, Lexington

Don Macke & Jenny Carver, Lincoln
Jack & Carol Maddux, Wauneta
Gerald & Lee-Ellen Matzke, Sidney
Dr. James & Lori McClurg, Lincoln
Mr. & Mrs. James McClymont, North

Platte
McCook National Bank
Dr. Glory Meakin, Lincoln
Randy & Jane Moody, Washington,

D.C.
Scott Moore, Omaha
The Nebraska Rural Radio Network-

KRVN, KTIC & KNEB, Lexington
W. Don & Andrea Nelson, Lincoln
Dr. & Mrs. Bac-Sy NguyenleHieu,

Shelton
NP Dodge Co., Omaha
Paul & Ann O’Hara, Lincoln
Harvey & Susan Perlman, Lincoln
Christian M. Petersen, Lincoln
Winifred Pinch, Omaha
William & Linda Pratt, Omaha
Robert & Eileen Raun, Minden
Martha & Wally Richardson, Lincoln
Judge & Mrs. William B. Rist, Beatrice
Sandman Family Foundation, Diller
Earl & Patricia Scudder, Lincoln
Barbara & Steve Seglin, Lincoln
Chuck Shoemaker & Lynne

Friedewald, Hastings
J. Richard Shoemaker, Cambridge
Eve & Fred Simon, Omaha
Pamela H. & Marcus J. Snow, Ashland
Rick & Connie Hoy Spellman, Omaha
Peter Suzuki, Elkhorn
Clare & Bobbie Sward, Lincoln
Dr. Hal & Bette Anne Thaut, Beatrice
Pam Thompson & Peter Heckman,

Lincoln
Mr. & Mrs. James A. Thorson, Omaha
Alan Tomkins & Vicky Weisz, Lincoln
Harriet S. Turner, Lincoln
Thomas W. Tye II & Mikki Tye,

Kearney
Irving & Gail Veitzer, Omaha
Richard & Karen Vierk, Lincoln
Carol & Tom Waring, Fremont
John & Nancy Wiederspan, Lincoln
Dr. Rick & Susie Windle, Lincoln
John & Susan Wunder, Lincoln
Mike & Gail Yanney, Omaha
Irene Zimmerman, Battle Creek

Gifts of $100-$249
Anonymous Donors (4)
Mollie Adkins, Osmond
Tom & Jane Allman, Lincoln
Patricia C. Armstrong, New York, N.Y.
Beverly Z. Ashley, Lincoln
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Backer, Waterloo
Pam Baker, Lincoln
Ellen W. Baldwin, Lincoln
Richard & Barbara Beechner, Kearney
Lorraine Beil, Beatrice
Carrie Bence, Lincoln
Patty Beutler, Lincoln
Keith & Mary Ann Blackledge, North

Platte
Kent & Cathy Blaser, Wayne
Susanne & Terry Bloomfield, Holdrege

Dr. & Mrs. Theodore E. Bolamperti,
Omaha

Jane Bonham-Carter, Omaha
John & Lynne Boyer, Omaha
Eric & Ruth Brown, Johnson Lake
Willis G. & Judy Bullard, Ayr
David Buntain, Lincoln
Ann Burkholder, Cozad
Cecil & Loree Bykerk, Omaha
John & Bonnie Cederberg, Lincoln
Marlys Christensen, Valentine
Dale & Joan Clark, Grand Island
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Coffey, Omaha
Kevin & Shannon Cooksley, Berwyn
Jean Cuca, Lincoln
Dr. Linda H. Daniel, Culpeper, Va.
Mr. & Mrs. Hal Daub, Omaha
Spencer & Vivian Davis, Bellevue
Joan W. Davis, Grand Island
Dr. & Mrs. John B. Davis, Omaha
Marlys & Winfield Delle, Scottsbluff
Robert & Anne Diffendal, Lincoln
Roy & Gloria Dinsdale, Palmer
Rosemary & Art Dobson, Lincoln
Darrell & JoAnne Draper, Omaha
Janice Driesbach, Lincoln
Walter J. & Dorothy Duda, Omaha
Dr. David & Ann Duey, Scottsbluff
David & Elaine Dyke, Lincoln
Dr. Maurine Eckloff, Kearney
Drs. Erick & Harriet Egertson,

Temecula, Calif.
Russ & Annette Eisenhart, Culbertson
Jack & Judy Ekeler, Fremont
Ken & Debbie Elson, Omaha
Linda L. Emery, Lincoln
Dr. Ali Eminov, Wayne
Sen. Pat & Donna Engel, South Sioux

City
Jim & Marsha Fairbanks, Shelton
Elana Fedor, Lincoln
Bev & Dick Fellman, Omaha
Terry & Catherine Ferguson, Omaha
Paul & Ruth Few, Lincoln
Don Fiedler, Omaha
Loyd & Marie Fischer, Lincoln
Jerry & Molly Fisher, Lincoln
Mr. C.H. Fliesbach, Scottsbluff
Dr. & Mrs. Bill Fowles, Grand Island
Mitzi Fox, Albion
Alan Frank & Barbara Johnson Frank,

Lincoln
Allen T. Freye, Beatrice
The Friends of the Libraries of the

University of Nebraska-Lincoln
James K. Fruehling, Beatrice
John & Carol Gale, Lincoln
Ricardo & Sharon Garcia, Lincoln
Gordon Mundell & Elvira Garcia,

Omaha
Joseph & Barbara Gard, Lincoln
Marge & Dan Gardner, Omaha
Bud & Georgianne Gerhart, Newman

Grove
Joan Giesecke, Lincoln
Nancy Gillis, Walthill
Faye Glass, Crete
Ken & Bonnie Gnadt, Grand Island
Dr. Richard & Renee Goble, Grand

Island

John & Kay Lynn Goldner, Omaha
Jeff & Tammi Gotschall, Columbus
Barry & Susan Gourley, Lincoln
Jan & John Gradwohl, Lincoln
Tom & Katie Graf, Lincoln
Mark & Linda Graff, McCook
Martha Aitken Greer, Lincoln
Priscilla C. Grew, Lincoln
Jim & Margaret Griesen, Lincoln
John & Leslie Groh, North Bend
Raymond & Hilde Haggh, Lincoln
LeRoy & Clovice Hahn, Hastings
Evelyn Haller, Lincoln
Robert S. Haller & Marcella Shortt,

Lincoln
Liz & David Halsted, Hastings
Harding/Newman Family, Omaha
Roger & Jackie Harned, Omaha
Sen. & Mrs. D. Paul Hartnett, Bellevue
Heartland Chapter VSA, Omaha
Les & Joan Hellbusch, Omaha
Don Helmuth & Judy Clementson,

Raymond
Margaret & Charles Hermes, Hastings
Jim & Marge Hewitt, Lincoln
Don Hickey, Wayne
Liz & Frank Hilsabeck, Lincoln
Paul & Barbara Hodgson, Lincoln
Roger & Sharon Hoffman, Kearney
Dr. Dan & Alice Holtz, Nebraska City
Tom Ineck, Lincoln
Stanley & Margaret Jensen, York
Jesuit Community at Creighton

University, Omaha
Don & Bobbie Johnsen, Beatrice
Kile & Virginia Johnson, Lincoln
Sen. Joel & Jill Johnson, Kearney
Dick & Helen Kelley, Omaha
Dianne & Walker Kennedy, Lincoln
Pat & Don Kingsley, Hastings
Dan & Marquetta Kinnamon, Omaha
Robert & Eva Knight, Cheyenne, Wyo.
Mary Jane Knoche, Lincoln
L.E. Knoflicek, Alliance
Bradley L. & Amy Knuth, Omaha
Suzanne K. Brinkman, Geneva
Paul & Bernadette Korslund, Beatrice
Marshall & Barbara Kushner, Omaha
Jean Laing, Norfolk
Lou & Pat Lamberty, Omaha
Carrie Lamphere, Lincoln
Arthur & Eunice Langvardt, Hastings
Laurel Prestridge & John Langwith,

Omaha
Janet & Wayne Larson, Fremont
Mrs. Embree A. Learned, Grand Island
Maj. Gen. Roger P. Lempke, Lincoln
Dr. James & Sheryl Lindau, Wayne
Richard & Monica Lloyd, Hastings
Darrel & Roberta Lloyd, Hastings
Lockwood Foundation, Scottsbluff
Gerald & Bonnie Luckey, David City
Larry & Karen Lusk, Lincoln
Margaret Lutton, Ashland
Dr. Jeff & Kay MacDonald, Lincoln
Mrs. Pat Made, Grand Island
Melissa Marvin, Omaha
Patricia Marvin, Lincoln
Martin & Ruth Massengale, Lincoln
Katharine Mayer, Grand Island
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Jean & Jack McBride, Lincoln
Mardy McCullough, Grant
Dan & Barbara McIntyre, St. Paul
James & Carol McShane, Lincoln
Xing Meng & Kuiyi Xing, Lincoln
Mark Metcalf & Patricia Vauck, DeWitt
George P. Miller, Plattsmouth
Joe & Linda Miller, Lexington
Janet D. Miller, North Platte
Thomas J. Milliken, Fremont
Gary & Faye Moulton, Lincoln
Donna & Chuck Moyer, Wood River
Mary Ellen Mulcahy, Omaha
Kandice Nesbitt, Lincoln
Jack & Ann Newton, Omaha
Helen M. Nichols, Brock
Jess & Harriet Nielsen, North Platte
Northeast Nebraska RC & D,

Plainview
Mary Nye, Lincoln
Terry Nygren, Lincoln
Glenn & Pat Ohlmann, Seward
Paul Olson & Frances Reinehr, Lincoln
Evan & Sybil Olson, Omaha
Dorothy & Rol Otis, Omaha
Don & Rita Otis, Omaha
Mr. & Mrs. William L. Otis, Omaha
Will & Shari Packard, Scottsbluff
Nancy Packard, Juniata
Judy & Carlton Paine, Lincoln
David & Lori Pankonin, Louisville
Ron & Judy Parks, Omaha
Frank & Polly Partsch, Omaha
Charles & Nancy Peek, Kearney
Sheppard & Marlene Perkins, Lincoln
Ed & Joan Perry, Lincoln
Kay Peters, Omaha
Jerry L. & Mary Ann Petr, Lincoln
Pfizer Foundation Matching Gifts

Program, Princeton, N.J.
Curtis & Gladys Phillips, Beaver

Crossing
Bernard J. & Nancy S. Picchi, New

York, N.Y.
Pinnacle Bank, Lexington
Lenore Polack, Omaha
Dr. Oliver & Karen Pollak, Omaha
Jack & Bev Pollock, Ogallala
Beulah Potter, Hastings
Rita Price, Omaha
Marguerite Radcliffe, Chadron
Neal & Izen Ratzlaff, Omaha
Ann Rawley, Lincoln
B.J. & Chris Reed, Omaha
Thomas & Susan Reiber, Gibbon
Brian & Dawn Rockey, Lincoln
Mr. & Mrs. Norman Rosenberg,

Potomac, Md.
Marcia S. Rost, Holdrege
Larry & Marilyn Routt, Bellevue
Eleanor M. Sack, Crete
Sid & Ruth Salzman, Ainsworth
Kevin Sandberg, Gering
Sandberg Implement, Gering
Leon & Mary Ann Satterfield, Lincoln
Mark Howard Schulze, Omaha
Nancy Schwertley, Norfolk
Eric & Kim Seacrest, North Platte
Mr. & Mrs. Harry P. Seward, Lincoln
Blaine Shaffer, M.D., & Peggy Shaffer,

Omaha

Frank & Shirley Sibert, Valentine
Mr. & Mrs. Frank C. Sidles, Lincoln
Morris & Carol Skinner, Gothenburg
Steven C. Smith, Scottsbluff
L. Dennis & Suzanne Smith, Lincoln
Chris & Vicki Sommerich, Lincoln
Roy & Mary Spalding, Raymond
Pauline E. Spence, Beatrice
Dr. & Mrs. James Stubbendieck,

Lincoln
Mary & Bill Swanson, Lincoln
Philip & Sandra Swantek, Genoa
Charles C. & Suzanne S. Taylor,

Lincoln
Mel & Eilene TeKolste, Beatrice
Bud & Dee Tenney, Lincoln
Megan Terry, Omaha
Martha E. Thomas, Wymore
Art & Carol Thompson, Eagle
Pat & Tom Thompson, Bassett
John L. Tidball III, Lincoln
T-L Irrigation Co., Hastings
Dr. Stanley & Dottie Truhlsen, Omaha
Urban League of Nebraska Inc., Omaha
Nancy Vaughan, Bellevue
Charles & Jan Wahl, Lincoln
Rick Wallace, Lincoln
Diana Warner, Lincoln
Sen. Roger & Jeanene Wehrbein,

Plattsmouth
J.P. Wehrman, Seward
Marcia & Don Welch, Kearney
Lois & James Wies, Lincoln
Robert & Deborah Wigton, Omaha
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Wimmer, West

Point
Bud & Gloria Wolbach, Grand Island
George Wolf & John Taylor, Lincoln
Charles E. & Suzanne Wright, Lincoln
Joachim & Laura Wunderlich,

Hastings
Dale & Mary Young, Lincoln

Gifts of $45-$99
Anonymous Donors (6)
Irene Abernethy, Grand Island
Jerry & Linda Adams, Broken Bow
Virginia & John Aita, Omaha
Richard Allen & Mary Rabenberg,

Lincoln
Dr. Timothy A. & Lori A. Alvarez,

Gering
Kristi Andersen, Cazenovia, N.Y.
Mr. & Mrs. Terry Annable, Ogallala
Jim & Nancy Armitage, Omaha
Phyllis Aron, Omaha
Maribeth Augustyn, McCook
Frank & Betty Balderson, Scottsbluff
Mrs. Mollie M. Baldwin, Lincoln
Keith & Mary Bartels, Lincoln
V.M. Bauer, Omaha
Robbie Bean, Denver, Colo.
Beulah Bedke, Lincoln
Frances A. Beechner, Lincoln
Allen & Linda Beermann, Lincoln
Rick & Kathy Bell, Omaha
Dr. & Mrs. Don Bell, Norfolk
Millard & Shirley Bennett, Lincoln
June R. Bentley, Albion
Bob & Jeanne Bishop, Lincoln

Nadine Bishop, Imperial
Katie Blesener & John Royster, Omaha
Honey Lou & Darrell Bonar, Hastings
Book Review Club, Columbus
Michael & Helen Boosalis, Lincoln
Doris Boruff Peterson, Omaha
Robert & Anne Bothe, Omaha
Tom Bouse, Lincoln
Jerry & Sherrie Brandenburg, Fairbury
John & Beatty Brasch, Lincoln
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Brasee, Grand Island
Dean & Heloise Bresley, Ord
Dennis & Jane Brewster, Butte
Richard Britton, Lincoln
Margaret S. Brown, Lincoln
William H. Browne Jr., Lincoln
Brownville Historical Society
Jami Brundage, Gothenburg
Delma Bruning, Bruning
Sandi & Bill Bruns, Omaha
Darla Buell, Bassett
Frances E. Buell, Lincoln
Alice M. Bukacek, Omaha
Dr. Delia M. Burchfield, Bayard
Erdene “Les” Burgess, Lincoln
Sylvia Burke, Imperial
Robert & Judith Burton, Lincoln
Phyllis Busch, Lincoln
Dr. Blake & Gail Butler, Beatrice
Marilyn A. Calver, Ainsworth
Judy Cantrell, in memory of Donna

Martin, Little Rock, Ark.
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Clopeck, Lincoln
Barbara J. Coffey, Omaha
Mary & Barry Colacurci, Lincoln
Mary Commers, Lincoln
Douglas Cook, Blair
Viola Cook, Omaha
Viola L. Cox, Beatrice
Trudi Crosby, Omaha
Custer County Historical Society,

Broken Bow
Meenakshi Dalal, Wayne
Dawes County Historical Society,

Chadron
Bob & Nancy Dawson, Lincoln
Majorie C. Decker, Tilden
Steven & Sara DeLair, Lincoln
Edna Dennis, Papillion
John & Dixie DeTuerk, Ogallala
Donna M. Dill, Hastings
Tish Druliner, Lincoln
Georgia L. Duling, Lincoln
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Dupuis, Brandon,

Fla.
Betty M. Dyer, Lincoln
Paul & Deborah Eisloeffel, Lincoln
Elkhorn Valley Museum & Research

Center, Norfolk
Mark & Barbara Engler, Beatrice
Ruby Eschen, Nebraska City
Mary L. Ettel, Wayne
Duane & Deanna Eversoll, Lincoln
Ken Farnik, Niobrara
David & Ellen Feingold, Lincoln
Bob & Lark Ferguson, Lincoln
Joanne Ferguson Cavanaugh, Omaha
Olga & Orville Feyerherm, West Point
Jon & Joan Fink, Tecumseh
Nancy Finken, Lincoln
First Presbyterian Church, Tekamah

Dennis Fitzke, Omaha
Richard G. Folda, Schuyler
Dr. Donovan & Kathleen Foote,

Hastings
Joan Foote, Lincoln
Dr. Gordon D. Francis, Grand Island
Elaine Fraiser, Max
Robert & Bette Frels, Hershey
Friends of the Hartington Library
Friends of the Hastings Public Library
Friends of the Lexington Public Library
Robert & Margaret Fuller, Lincoln
Wayne & Kathy Gappa, Kearney
Gerald Geiselman, Broken Bow
Joyce & Hugh Genoways, Lincoln
Leland George, Lincoln
Marie George, Dixon
James & Colleen Gerhold, Columbus
Irene Gerweck, Falls City
William & Sarah Ginn, Omaha
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Girardin, Broken Bow
Jane V. & Robert L. Gobber, Gretna
Donald E. Goodrich, Hastings
Robert & Margaret Graff, Beatrice
Alyce Green, Plattsmouth
Judy & Jeff Greenwald, Lincoln
William & Sharon Griffin, Omaha
Hilvie M. Gross, Beatrice
Drs. David & Aileen Gruendel, Grand

Island
Bob & Mary Kay Gustafson, Valentine
Dr. & Mrs. S.D. Gutshall, O’Neill
Dorothy Haller, Omaha
Charles & Erika Hamilton, Lincoln
J. Alan & Lois Hansen, Lincoln
James & Suzanne Harder, Lincoln
Sandy Harrach, Scottsbluff
Mr. & Mrs. John Harris, Opelika, Ala.
Bob & Ava Hastert, Omaha
Fern V. Heim, Lincoln
Robert Hillestad, Lincoln
Don & Jan Hinds, Fremont
Mr. & Mrs. Harold E. Hoff, Omaha
Charlotte Holm, Lincoln
Edward L. Homze, Lincoln
John Hoppe Jr., Lincoln
Jack M. & R. Kay Horner, Kearney
Howard County Historical Society, St.

Paul
Russell & Corinne Howe, Kearney
Barbara L. Hunt, Blair
Dr. & Mrs. Loren Jacobsen, Broken

Bow
Karen & John Janovy Jr., Lincoln
Mrs. E.T. Jipp Jr., Blair
Doris Johnson, Albion
Lewis W. & Joan M. Johnson,

Valentine
Kenneth D. Kappeler, Fremont
Jim & Jan Kenner, Hebron
Harry & Betty Kenyon, Mitchell
Mary Beth Kernes, Julian
Joan Kiple, Lincoln
Lou & Carmen Kleager, Scottsbluff
Marion Kline, Lexington
Dick & Sally Knudsen, Lincoln
Eunice A. Kokrda, Omaha
Betty Jean Kolterman, Seward
Ron & Betty Kort, Hastings
Tim & Betsy Kosier, Lincoln
Henry & Jean Krug, Benkelman



Co-Sponsors
E.N. Thompson Forum on

World Issues
Office of the President-University

of Nebraska

Presenting Sponsor
Lincoln Journal Star

Grand Benefactors
Anonymous
Bailey Lauerman Associates

Benefactors
Assurity Security Group Inc.
Tom & Kim West Dinsdale
Lincoln Plating Inc.

Sponsors
A to Z Printing
Abel Foundation
Cline Williams Wright Johnson

& Oldfather
College of Saint Mary
Creighton University
Doane College
First National Bank
Fremont National Bank
Hastings College
Lincoln Financial Group
Lincoln Poultry
Metropolitan Community

College

Contributors to the 11th Annual
Governor’s Lecture in the Humanities
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Mutual of Omaha
Nebraska Wesleyan Univeristy
Bob & Mary Nefsky
Nelnet
Lynn & Dana Roper
Jim & Rhonda Seacrest
Smith Hayes Financial Services
Union Bank & Trust Co.
Union Pacific

Patrons
Affiliated Foods Midwest
Ameritas Charitable Foundation
Cindy & Mogens Bay
Capitol Title Co.
Cornhusker Bank
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Huse
Mr. & Mrs. Hal Lainson
Pinnacle Bank
Speedway Motors
Gene & Ann Lindley Spence
Whitehead Oil Co.
Ross & Judy Wilcox

Individual Patrons
Harold W. & Marian Andersen
John & Catherine Angle
Robert & Joanne Berkshire
Ed & Betty Cook
Diana & Robert Doyle
Dick & Katherine Endacott
Lon & Lana Flagtwet
Ted J. Fraizer

Carol Gendler
Burket Graf
Jane Renner Hood
Mr. & Mrs. James Keene III
Sen. & Mrs. Don Pederson
Ann Rawley
Rick & Carol Russell
Earl & Patricia Scudder
Frederick & Eve Simon
Clarence & Judy Ueda
Richard & Karen Vierk
John & Susan Wunder

Simulcast Sponsors
Scottsbluff
Western Nebraska Community

College
Oregon Trail Community

Foundation
William & Ann Cannon Founda-

tion

North Platte
Mid-Plains Community College
Mid-Nebraska Community

Foundation

Omaha
University of Nebraska at Omaha
American Democracy Project

Special Thanks to
The Cornhusker, A Marriott Hotel
Lee Booksellers
Lied Center for Performing Arts

Dr. & Mrs. George Landgren, Hastings
Lloyd & Stacia Larson, Grand Island
Sue Lawlor, Lincoln
Pippa & Craig Lawson, Lincoln
June Levine, Lincoln
Max & Pat Linder, Lincoln
Joseph & Ellen Macek, Knoxville,

Tenn.
Rosemary Machacek, Lincoln
Joan Major, Omaha
Art & Jo Anne Majors, Colorado

Springs, Colo.
Making History Inc.
Shirley A. Maly, Lincoln
George & Marj Manglitz, Lincoln
Jenny Margrave, Falls City
Dr. Richard & Sally Marshall, Lincoln
Peter & Linda Maslowski, Lincoln
Matt & Sarah Mason, Omaha
John & Megan Massey, Scottsbluff
Jackie McCullough, Lincoln
Mrs. Judy McDonald, Bemidji, Minn.
Fern Medlin, Albion
Bob & Jane Meehan, Omaha
Fred & Pat Meisinger, Plattsmouth
Lyn Messersmith, Alliance
David Corbin & Josie Metal-Corbin,

Omaha
Dave & Judy Meyer, Seward

Linda K. Miles, Omaha
Rosalind Morris, Lincoln
Jim & Ann Murphy, Lexington
Aneta Murray, Franklin
Walter & Marjorie Nabity, Omaha
Robert & Phyllis Narveson, Lincoln
Nebraska Jewish Historical Society,

Omaha
Catherine W. Newman, Aurora
Donna & Larry Niemeyer, Norfolk
Harriet Nutty, Omaha
Howard & Margaret Ottoson, Lincoln
Loyal & Mary Alice Park, Lincoln
Philip & Helga Patterson, Omaha
Carolyn Peters, West Point
George W. & Harriet Peterson, Lincoln
Robert Pettit, Lincoln
Phi Alpha Theta-Nu Chapter, Kearney
Paul & Marilyn Phillips, Scottsbluff
Pamela J. Pierce, Omaha
Ken Pohlman, Omaha
Tim Potter, Omaha
Leta Powell Drake, Lincoln
Kirsten Powers, Lincoln
Diane & Tom Pratt, Lincoln
Dr. Wayne & Janice Price, Beatrice
John & Deb Quirk, Hastings
Anne Radford, Scottsbluff
Harley & Donna Rector, Norfolk

Paul & Susan Rice, Nehawka
Charles & Laureen Riedesel, Beatrice
Kenneth & Dorothy Rieke, Julian
Sen. Jennie Robak, Columbus
Margie Roesler, Kearney
Jackie Rosenlof, Kearney
William & Dolores Roundey, Seward
Joseph M. & Judith H. Ruffo, Lincoln
Molly Rundle, Brady
Mark & Elizabeth Rupp, Omaha
Ed & Elaine Russell, Omaha
John & Ruth Sage, Omaha
Ronald & Susan Samson, Lincoln
Shirley Sandstedt, Hastings
Gilbert & Averil Savery, Lincoln
Wilma Sawyer, Beatrice
Sen. DiAnna & Mr. Herb Schimek,

Lincoln
Edward & Margaret Schlachter,

Hastings
John S. Schleicher, Omaha
Don & Janice Schnier, Beatrice
Suzanne Schreiber, Lincoln
Ruth Ann Schultz,  Brock
Mike Seacrest, Lincoln
David & Lois Shelton, Wayne
Joanne Shephard, Valentine
Bob & Carmen Shively, Lincoln
Shirley Siebler, Omaha

Sissy Katelman Silber, Bellevue
Dr. Joyce Simmons, Valentine
Norman & Corine Simon, Lincoln
Michael Skau, Omaha
Leonard Sloup, Lincoln
Eileen Smith, Chadron
Norman L. & Donna Smith, Albion
Keith & Ruth Snyder, Lincoln
Arlene Sorensen, Lincoln
Susan & Richard Spencer, Lincoln
Mary G. Spurgeon, Bellevue
Joan Squires & Thomas Fay, Omaha
Mr. Alan L. Steinacher, Lincoln
Sara Stephenson, Lincoln
William Sternad, Omaha
Zelda Stevens, Beatrice
Elizabeth Summers, Omaha
Superior Chamber of Commerce
Alan & JoAnn Svajgr, Cozad
Martha Svoboda, Wayne
Norris & Joan Swan, Hastings
Jan & Steve Thelen, Lincoln
Toni Thorson, Lincoln
Roger & Rosemary Titus, Norfolk
Del & Phyllis Toebben, Ralston
Janice I. Tompkins, Omaha
Gary Harris & Vicki Troxel-Harris,

Cozad
Aaron Evans, Omaha
Richard & Wanda Utecht, Omaha
Kristina A. Valaitis, Chicago, Ill.
Ann Van Hoff, Omaha
Zenobia G. Vana, Omaha
Gilbert Vaughan, Wayne
Jean & Jack Vincent, York
Ronald Vogel, Lincoln
Ron & Rosie Volkmer, Omaha
Bill & Marie Waddell, Lincoln
Rod Wagner, Lincoln
Doris S. Wallace, Omaha
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Wanek, Grand

Island
Paul & Karen Waters, Plattsmouth
Dr. James Weesner, Lincoln
Steve & Cheryl Welch, Chadron
Dorothy Wenquist, Broken Bow
Joan Westphal, Lincoln
Stephen A. Scherr/Whelan & Scherr,

Hastings
Rae E. Whitney, Scottsbluff
John & Janet Wightman, Lexington
Anita Hart & Barton Willis, Kearney
Suzanne Wise, Lincoln
Tom & Deanna Wolf, North Bend
Robert & Denise Wolff, Sterling
Stephan & Margery Woodman, Grand

Island
William T. Workman, Lincoln
Dan Worth & Laurie Richards, Lincoln
Dr. John & Linda Yost, Peoria, Ill.
Richard & RuthAnn Young, Lincoln
Mark & Susan Koenig Young, Grand

Island
Robert & Edith Zahniser, Wayne
Gail Zeller, Kearney
Zak & Amy Zutavern, Dunning

!
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